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Four new faculty 


by Corey Koenig 


This year Augusta added four new 
teachers to its faculty. After the first 
marking period, our new instructors have 
proven to be a great asset to the success 
of the students here at A.M.A. 


In the English department, our new 
additions are Lt. Ken Pfeifer and Lt. Ike 
Mackey. Lt. Pfeifer is originally from 
Hackensack, New Jersey, although he has 
lived in the South for most of his life. 
He is presently teaching one course of 
each level 8-12, but is especially helpful 
to seniors planning to go to college. Lt. 
Mackey teaches English on the 7th grade 
level. He is a pleasant man to work with 
and students find him an interesting in- 
structor. He also teaches Art which is 
a new course here and which has attrac- 
ted the interest of many students. 


In the science department can be found 
Lt. William Bullock. He teaches elemen- 
tary science and also physical education. 
Lt. Bullock is also serving as a coach on 
the football team. An all around man, 
Lt. Bullock is certainly one of the out- 
standing faculty members we have at 
Augusta. 


Taking over the job of Lower School 
housefather and also teaching the 4th and 
5th grades is Captain Robert Mancuso. 
Definitely one of the most well-liked mea 
at Augusta, he has related with the cadets 
on a level similar to their own. 


By summing the personalities and tal- 
ents of our new faculty members, we can 
easily see how they can and will make 
our lives here at Augusta more enjoyable. 
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Giving his class a test, Capt. Mancuso never stops 
working. 
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In his Junior English Class, Lt. Pfeifer never stops 
answering questions. 


Lt. Bullock lectures his Gym Class. 


With Art on his mind, Lt. Mackey helps one of his 
students. 


Plane crashes at Weyers Cave 


by Brett Thompson 


The Piedmont jet liner was scheduled 
for take-off from Washington National 
Airport at 8:17 a.m. The destination was 
Roanoke, Va., but the plane never made 
it. One hour from Washington, a window 
blew out causing decompression of the 
aircraft. The plane was five minutes from 
Weyers Cave Airport where the pilot at- 
tempted to make an emergency landing. 
He missed the runway and crashed the 
aircraft into a gully. Ten minutes later, 
the rescue squads arrived to evacuate the 
passengers from the area. 


The Grottoes Rescue Squad was always on the go! 


This was a simulated disaster which 
involved 65 A.M.A. cadets. All cadets 
in “B” Company and the first platoon of 
“Band” Co. got up at 7:00 a.m. while 
others slept until 8:00. 

When the cadets arrived at the airport, 
they were instructed on what was to hap- 
pen that morning. They were to be taken 
to a designated spot at the airport where 
they could get under fences, in trees, 
under trees, and in various other posi- 
tions. The cadets were to get in these 
odd positions when they heard the airport 
emergency siren. Each person was given a 
tag which listed the injury that he was to 
have. 


. 


After chasing Bob Kauffman for awhile, two men help 
him to an ambulance. 


When the rescue squads arrived, they 
checked the tags and began treatment for 
that particular injury. Everything was 
done as if it was the real thing. People 
were loaded into the ambulances with all 
sorts of bandages in various places. The 
cadets were then rushed to hospitals in 
Harrisonburg, Staunton, or Waynesboro. 

At the hospital, they were taken from 
place to place being checked for injuries. 
After everything was checked, they were 
released and taken back to A.M.A. in an 
airport limousine. 

When cadets were asked the question, 
“Would you do it again?” the majority 
of cadets said yes. 


ee ro > vane a 


Rushing to get Andy Bell from under a fence the rescue 
squads never stopped working. 
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Music by blind 


by Tom McCabe 


The corps of cadets were overtaken by 
rock music at its best, Friday night, Oc- 
tober 12. Tunes such as China Grove, 
American Band, Burning Lover and Am- 
erican Woman were only a few songs 
offered by this fantastic group. 

The group, The Short Circuit, consist- 
ed of Wayne Durgin, lead guitar; Stanley 
Bobbit, bass; Gary Zion, organ; Joe Pear- 
son, drums; and Jerry Long tambourine 
and bongos. 

With the sensation of hearing all of 
this great music, it was hard for one to 
realize that the guitarist, the bass player, 
and the drummer were blind, and stu- 
dents at the Virginia School for the Deaf 
and Blind. They were not cheered on be- 
cause they were blind, but because of the 
great music that they produced. From the 
corps’ reaction, it could be seen that they 
were completely stunned and overtaken. 
Along with the music came individual 
improvising dancing by Reggie Spencer, 
Billy Hill, Mike Bruder, and Paul Peters. 
Everyone was totally shocked. 


Wayne told me of their success this 
way, “Back about January of last year, 
we sort of jammed around for awhile on 
a piano, guitar, and drums, which were 
all we had at the time. Then we just 
built up.” 

Most of the corps now realize that 
being blind or deaf is not the handicap 
that most thought it was before. These 
guys were so popular that the corps has 
demanded their return sometime in the 
near future. 


Will this year 
be good or bad? 


by Martin Davis 


Will 1973-1974 be as good a year as 
last year? This is the most frequently 
asked question among both old and new 
cadets. Thhere were many answers to 
this question. 


Some were completely filled with 
doubt. According to some cadets and 
faculty members, “The military is being 
pushed too far. If we continue to push the 
cadets, it may ruin them for the remain- 
der of the year.” 


Several cadet officers had excellent 
statements. As one officer put it, “A.M.A. 
was going great last year. You could tell 
by the number of returning cadets and 
the honor rating we received. Last year 
we had a fifty-fifty combination of mili- 
tary and civilian which was needed.” 


When Seniors were confronted with 
this question, the most used answer as 
to why this year would be good was the 
fact that this would be their last year. 


Some cadets feel that things at A.M.A. 
are better despite the comments of others. 
The comments of one of these cadets was, 
“With the new teachers, a game room, 
and great Roller Rifles, this year should 
promjse to be a good one.” 


Stanley Bobbit takes a break between songs. 
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by Glenn Keller 

When September rolls around, one of 
the highlights of the year occurs; the re- 
turning of cadets to Augusta. 

Although this return is not celebrated 
quite as vigorously as the swallows’ re- 
turn to Capistrano, it is significant to 
the administration of A.M.A. Mainly, 
if the cadets should fail to return, it 
would be quite difficult to run a school. 

Accompanying this barrage of return- 
ing cadets is an influx of strangers, new 
cadets. 

For about his first twenty-four hours 
of life at Augusta, the typical new cadet 
is treated as a normal human being. After 
this, he is treated as a new cadet. With 
the relaxing of a great deal of small mili- 
tary, A.M.A. is no longer a test of look- 
ing sharp or acting disciplined. For the 
new cadet, it becomes a test of keeping 
his sanity. 

The effort of becoming a good A.M.A. 
cadet is not helped any by the generally 


A well Ii 


by Corey Koenig 


As the new cadets wandered into bar- 
racks for three days of orientation, few 
could have noticed the revisions of the 
Post Exchange. However, by lunch time 


on the day the old cadets arrived, rumors, 


of the PX swept throughout Big Barracks, 
Band Barracks, and even Davis Hall. 
Many flocked down to have their own 
look as an atmosphere of excitment hov- 
ered in the PX, 


What the cadets did notice was an in- 
tensive modification of the PX. The half 
of the PX which once was the cadet 
store has been closed off to the kitchen 
by a solid wall with a door added for 
emergency purposes. The result is the 
new game room with newly panelled 
walls, posters, a freshly painted floor, a 
jukebox, a pool table and a football game. 
In the future an air hockey table is ex- 
pected. 


In the other half were found a new 
cadet store, indoor-outdoor carpet, and 
two new redwood tables with benches. 
The cadet store now features such articles 
as Brasso, shoe polish, soap, toothpaste, 
and other supplies which once required 
the long walk to The Fort. 


Many people have wondered why the 
changes took place. Mr. Ike Kibligan, 
former owner of the PX, decided that he 
no longer desired to run the store here 
at A.M.A. With the PX building and no 
management, the staff found itself in a 
dilemna. This is where the company 
that manages the Mess Hall stepped in. 


After discussion with the A.M.A. staff, 
Marquis and Company took over the new 
management of the PX. Major Evans is 
the coordinator and is mainly in charge 
of the smooth operation of the new PX. 


Unlike the past, the PX is one situation 
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uncooperating old cadets. 

How is the new cadet supposed to 
know, without someone telling him that 
the radiator rent he is paying his squad 
leader won’t do him any good because 
there is never any heat when you need 
it. Or that the elevator for which he 
bought a pass from some conniving old 
cadet does not exist, or that no one really 
cares how many cannons are in front 
of barracks. 

Some old cadets are sympathetic to 
new members, offering such helpful sug- 
gestions such as “Why don’t you go 
AWOL?” and at times helping to build 
his physique by coaxing him into a few 
laps around the bowl or perhaps a few 
pushups. 

Although angered and frustrated by 
this abuse they are receiving, the new 
cadets look for revenge. Thinking of the 
ill treatment they received as new cadets, 
they say to themselves, “just wait till 
next year.” 
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where new privileges have not been abus- 
ed. As a result, life at A.M.A. has been 
made more enjoyable. Cadet Captain Luis 
Iglesias sums it up by saying, “The PX 
has been a great change for the better, 
and I hope everybody enjoys it and will 
continue to enjoy it as much as I do.” 


Girls, but where 
are they? 


by Corey Koenig 


Many of the cadets entering Augusta 
in September had one common thing on 
their minds; girls, As the new cadet en- 
ters a different perspective of life, he 
wonders how the opposite sex will feel 
about him, and when the old cadet re- 
turns, he may find his old girl again or 
move on to expanding horizons. 


The question came up time and time 
again. Where are the girls? The answer 
was simple. Stuart Hall, located only 
eight miles south of Augusta in the heart 
of Staunton, was the perfect solution. 
Having approximately 47 old girls and 
55 new girls, interests at A.M.A. perked 


up. 


The first step in the reunion of A.M.A. 
and Stuart Hall took place on Saturday, 
September 22, when all the new girls and 
a few social committee members came 
over for an informal dance. Dates and 
couples wondered throughout the grounds 
as an aura of excitment filled the air, 


As time passed, couples began to form 
and steady dating began. Our second Sun- 
day Parade featured visitors from Stuart 
Hall. A quick count put the attendance 
level at a meager eight. A.M.A. cadets 
wondered where the girls had gone. After 


a few Saturday outings, cadets realized 
that S.M.A. had taken over. 

After the shock had worn off, another 
girls’ school, Fairfax Hall, entered the 
picture. Fortunately some success was 
found there. But there still were the few 
loyal A.M.A.-Stuart Hall couples that ex- 
tended the tradition once again for an- 
other year. Honorable mentions go to 
Corey Koenig and Carol Rabe; Luis Igle- 
sias and Holly Miller; Ed Cabo and Becky 
Brisbin; Paul “Wop” Difranco and An- 
gela Clay and finally, the friend of every- 
one at A.M.A., Diane Greene. 


Changes have 
taken place 


by Jon Roberts 


Cadets returning for the 1973-1974 term found 
many changes had taken place during their ab- 
sence, 

One of the newly revised institutions at A.M.A. 
is the Honor Council. The purpose of the new 
Honor Council is only to determine the guilt or 
innocence of an individual, not his punishment. 
The cadet is being given a better chance to prove 
his innocence this year than ever before. 

The Honor Council is made up of three cadets, 
three faculty officers and a chairman to direct 
the proceedings. The three cadets are Sgt. Dwight 
Nitz, Sgt. Mark Spiegel, and Col. Bob Missman. 
The three faculty members are Captain Warring- 
ton, Maj. Mannasmith, and Col. Rapp. The chair- 
man is Captain James. The accused is also allowed 
to select one faculty officer to represent him at 
the hearing. The final member of the Honor 
Council is a representative elected from the ac- 
cused cadet’s company. The faculty and com- 
pany representatives are both present to insure 
fairness throughout the trial. 

Improvements are presently in the making and 
the Honor Council will welcome any suggestions 
by the cadet corps. It is hoped that as the new 
Honor Council is put to the test, their methods 
will earn the Corps respect and approval. 

A.M.A.’s curriculum has been expanded this 
year to include four new subjects. 

Art is an addition to the curriculum and is 
being taught by Lt. Mackey. The art class will 
dip into everything from oil pastels to string art. 
Lt. Mackey has high hopes for the advancement 
of his class. 

A new course offered for those interested in 
business is Consumer Math, taught by Major 
Mannasmith. 

Captain Warrington offers Mythology this year 
which explains myths, their origins and how they 
relate to modern life. 

A detailed and related history of Russia and 
China is taught by Captain James. Through this 
course a better understanding of a different type 
of government and its conception may be obtain- 
ed. 

A new addition to the sports program this year 
is Cross Country. Already the team has a few 
interested members who can be seen daily running 
all over grounds. Captain Trimble, often seen 
leading the runners, has high expectations for 
the coming season. With the help of Lt. Pfiefer 
we're sure to have a great team for our first 
season. 

In the military, one of the major changes has 
been made with the Officer in Charge system. 
We have only seven O.C.’s now. They are Major 
Andrews, Col. Dekle, Major Hart, Lt. Moore, 
Col. Rapp, Lt. Smith and Captain Warrington. 
In the preceeding order, each faculty member has 
a different day and each week the O.C.’s have 
duty a day earlier than the week before. It is the 
administration hope that by organizing O.C. duty 
in this way, the familiarity between cadets and 
O.C.’s will increase while leaving as great a 
variety of free time available to the O.C. as pos- 
sible. 

These changes have all been made with the 
welfare of the cadet corps in mind, Whether they 
are for better or worse can only be proven by the 
cadets themselves and time. 


Manners? 
What do 
you mean? 


by David Bacon 


As most of the corps knows, the Mess Hall has 
changed, 

The quantity and quality of food seems to, and 
has increased. This is proven by the number of 
cadets racing back for seconds, and even thirds. 

The problem is the Mess Hall this year is 
the manners of cadets. This is not to be upon 
the Mess Hall staff’s shoulders, It is the respon- 
sibility of the cadets themselves. 

The manners that some cadets practice look 
like something you would see in an uncivilized 
tribe. Well, we are civilized, I hope, and we all 
do need to start practicing better manners. 

Would you like people sitting at your table 
protecting his plate like someone is going to rip 
it off? Do you want the person next to you stuff- 
ing his meal down like he missed soupy for a 
week? 

Cadet Major Bob Missman has taken steps to 
improve this situation. This lies upon you as a 
fellow cadet, a member of the human race, to 
make sure that the guidelines which have been 
made are followed. 

This is only the beginning of the year. We have 
the major part ahead of us and we cannot continue 
this for the rest of the year, 

This is your home-away-from-home. So act 
like it. 

You want better atmosphere here. The admin- 
istration and staff do too. It isn’t going to be 
handed to you on a silver platter. You're going 
to have to work for it, starting with what we do 
the most, eating. 


This cannot be a fight with only a few people. 
We need the help and support from the whole 
corps. 

If we all start exercising a little more manners, 
it could be a step towards a better environment 
for all. 

Help Major Evans and the rest of the Mess 
Hall staff make it a better place to eat. They are 
trying their best. Let’s make an equal effort 
towards the best year ever. 


Manners are rarely considered in the Mess Hall. 
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Apathy, who cares? 


by Brett Thompson 


Every year at A.M.A. there is always a certain 
attitude among cadets. This attitude is usually 
blamed on the faculty and the administration. 


“This, apathy, has to be taken care of by the 
cadets, What the administration and the Military 
Department do determines what the apathy of 
A.M.A. will be like. When everyone realizes all 
cadets are individuals, things will shape up, but 
we have too many psychologists here that seem 
to think that they’re capable of solving everyone’s 
problems.” 


The cadets themselves bring on the bad attitude 
and don’t even know it. When someone goes out 
for a sport, he doesn’t have to worry about being 
cut because there are never enough people play- 
ing to start cutting. After a few weeks of practice, 
you would think the coaches had started cutting 
players. That is not how it is. No coach cuts, but 
when practice seems to get difficult, these so- 
called players quit. They sit in their rooms all 
afternoon and say, “This place is no good. What’s 
there to do. I’m always bored, and they don’t 
have a thing for me to do.” 


The same goes for classroom participation. 
Almost any class you go into, you can find at 
least one cadet “sacked out” on the desk. It is 
even becoming an art to sleep in class when con- 
fronted by an autocratic teacher, But one must 
remember that sleeping in class does not hurt a 
teacher, only the student. 


Why is everything like this? Is it the teachers’ 
fault? Or the coaches’ fault? Or the cadets’ fault? 
Or is it just the “old A.M.A. attitude?” Why don’t 
we work to abolish this attitude and make A.M.A., 
easier and better for us, the cadets, the faculty, 
and the administration, 
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No uniform to protect 


by Larry “Nick” 


Dear Sir 


It’s third and goal for Band. Down by 
7, it is a make or break situation. Bingo 
touchdown! tie game! the game’s over! 
With no uniform to protect, only com- 
pany pride to exhibit, Band and “B” 
Company call it a night. The game play- 
ed under the lights behind Band Barracks 
is only more nostalgia to be remembered. 
Remembered by the 100 or more cadets 
who saw the game. Remembered by the 


players who battled for it and remember- 
ed mostly by the administration who dub- 
bed it as the last tackle football game. 


In a very real situation with a limed 
field and referees, thanks to Major Hogg, 
a 21-21 game was finished with nobody 
hurt. I am not condoning nor discourag- 
ing this type of thing, but I strongly urge 
a good intramural program as a basis to 
good spirit and company pride. 


Tiddliewinks, anyone? 
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